SEND IN TASK 1

Discussion questions to prepare, answer & discuss in language analysis seminar
1. If there are two or more verbs in the predicator, then which verb makes the clause intransitive, or transitive, or copula (linking), etc.
2. Why is a finite verb 'finite'. What makes the other verbs in the predicator non-finite?

3. The HEAD of the subject has to agree with the finite verb. What does this mean, and why is it important in English? If there are many words in the subject, you have to identify the head. Once done, the finite verb has to agree with this head.
4. Distinguish between an A and an aC.
5. Distinguish between a Ps and a post-modifier
6. How is grammar studied? What kinds of word combinations are usually analysed and why?

Analysing Clausal elements
Below, you have an example sentence to analyse, and an example of how you are to fill in the table.  (aC will be explained in the seminar … but perhaps you might work it out!)
If it rains tomorrow afternoon, the children from the play club could visit your grandparents for a while.
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A.  ANALYSING CLAUSES & IDENTIFYING CLAUSAL ELEMENTS
In the following sentences, (1) identify all the clausal elements (S,P Od,Oi,A,aC,Ps,Po), and (2) identify the type of lexical verb (i.e., intransitive, di-transitive, transitive, linking (copula), etc.(3) In each case, identify the head of the subject, as well as the finite verb in the predicator.

1. Last week, Mike was showing us the new collection

2. The chef told us his secret affairs

3. We bought him peaches, apricots and bananas.

4. The strange chef from Taiwan is a genius

5. Jane, who loves desert, will put the fruit through a food mixer.

6. They could have told me the news

7. He must have seen it in the black seat.

8. He could have been heating the mixture.

9. The children stirred the mixture until it was boiled.

10. The children were happy to do the cooking.

11. She is preparing paper plates to dry the fruit.

12. Then she used plastic wrap to cover the plates.

13. After stretching the plastic around the plate, we taped it to the back.

14. The plastic covering should have been tight and flat.

15. On each of the plates, the chefs, working non-stop, were spreading a thin layer of cake.

16. In about two days the fruit will be dry.

17. We considered the fruit dish a real treat.

18. A good chef always appears confident.

19. To celebrate their special day, we made them a cake

20. We made him the boss of the company.
B. SYNTAX TREE DRAWING (prepare for the seminar – do not send in!!)

Sentences 1, 4, 9, 17  (above) –a video explanation will be in place at the weekend.
C.   MAIN or SUBORDINATE CLAUSE
Which sentences are main (independent) clauses and which are subordinate (dependent) clauses. How do you know? Justify your answer. Write your answer using MC  or  SC at the end of each sentence.     e.g.   if the car is fixed by then.   SC
1. he quickly stripped to his vest and underpants 
2. having emerged from two old histories 
3. which was downstairs next to the living room 
4. I am often considered to be a funny kind of Englishman 
5. when dad spoke 
6. while we were waiting for the 2227 bus 
7. on this day my father hurried home from work 
8. but Mum wasn’t a satisfactory teasing victim 
9. if you want me to 
10. who was in the kitchen as usual 
11. there was some chanting music going on 
12. the curtains were drawn 
13. telling me the secrets of her love life
14. I didn’t bother to reply. 
15. whether I could go back to sleep again

D.   WORD CLASSES

Which word class (noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, numeral, conjunction or preposition) does each of the words in italics belong to? (The pairs in 1 to 9 contain the same word classes.) Write your answer as follows:
eg.    You can hire equipment (N) at the Reception desk.  I got (V) a discount from the shop

1. He rounded the corner. Three little pigs went to the butcher. 
2. The team lost in the first round. Three little pigs went to the butcher. 
3. She only played with round balls. Three little pigs went to the butcher. 
4. Gene suddenly turned round. The little bird sang happily. 
5. Ouch! I hurt my foot. Ooops! I did it again. 
6. Everything falls apart. At least somebody likes grammar. 
7. He had bandages round his head. Three little pigs went to the butcher. 
8. I don’t know why but I do. I do it because I like it. 
9. The fourth attempt failed. Three little pigs went to the butcher. 
10. Cold winds of indifference persuade a movement south. 
11. Fashion is a form of ugliness so intolerable that we have to alter it every six months. 12. Either my watch is broken or this patient is dead. 
13. I’m tired of doing things your way. 
14. If you don’t stop to smell the roses now they might end up on you. 
15. One can only assume that very few got away with their lives afterwards.
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